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THE REAL THING?

One of the most successful commercial products ever launched came about as the result
of a mistake. In 1896, Jacob's Pharmacy in Atlanta, Georgla, was selling a nerve tomc
known as French Wine Cola - Ideal Nerve Tonie'. By acaidentally adding fizey water
instead of still water o the recipe, a pharmacist called John 5. Pemberton invented what
has today become the most popular gofl drink in the world: Coca<Cola. Along with its
closest nval - Pepsi - whuch appeared on the market three vears later, Coke has emoyed
phenomenal success worldwide, particularly in the past fifty vears

What could possibly account for the amaang success of Coca-Cola? How has this
combination of carbonated water, sugar, acid and flavounings come 1o symbolise the
American way of life for most of the world? After all, even the manufacturers could
hardly describe Coke as a healthy product since it contains relatively high amounts of
sugar and phosphoric acid, both of which are known o damage teeth

One explanation may be found in the name. The onginal recipe included a Navouring
from the coca plant and probably included small amounts of cocaine, but since the early
part of this century all traces of cocaine have been removed However, Coke also
includes a flavouring from the eola tree, cola extract contans caffeine, which is a
stimulant, and the Coca<Cola company adds extra calTeine for good measure

A more likely reason for the lasting populanty of Coke may be found, however, in the
company’s enviable marketing strategies. Over the yvears it has come up with some of
the most memorable commercials, tunes, slogans and sponsorship in the world of
advertising, emphasising international harmony, vouthfulness and a caretres lifestyle.

Lilossary:

Fizzy Full of little bubbles of gas; carbonated



L= Based on the ideas of the text, answer the following guestions using vour own
words as far as possible. (25 words max.) (2 points)

a) - Breafly state the two main reasons why, according 1o the author, Coke is so
successiul iowadays.

b} - What are the values the Coca Cola Company has used in order to gan such
immense popularity and success?

Copy the evidence firo

1 the text. Mo marks will be siven without the evidemce. (1

point)

a) - Pharmacists ook about fifty vears 1o investigate and discover the formula or
recipe for Coke

b} < It 15 not vet known whether Coke is harmful or not.

3= Choose ONLY THREE of the following words and write a svnonvm (=), an

opposite (#). a definition or a senteénce (o show that vou understand their meanin

in the text. Use vour own words., (1.5 points)

a) = 1cdeal d) - account for
b} - soft drink &) - amounis
) - mvented ) - memorable

4= Write down three prammatically corvect and meaninglul sentences by matehin

both columns ONLY THREE of them are corpect, (1.5 points)

Hold thes bottle on yvour laft hand I could have bought more drinks.
I'm looking forward 1o how 1 told vou.

If the shop hadn't been closed diink the whole time he was there.
Peter did nothing but drnking an ez cold Coke.

S~ Write a_composition of aboui 100 words on ONE of ithe following topics. (4

a) = The power of advertising,

b) = Cocaine, caffeine, nicotine, aleohol, efe, are popular stimulants nowadays,
What do you think these and other stimulants mean to young people?



1.- Based on the ideas of the text, answer the following gquestions using vour own words as

far as possible, (25 words max.) (2 points)

al - Brieflv state the two main reasons why, according to the anthor, Coke 15 s0 successful
nowadays.

The first ome is the name. Coca and cola are twir stimudanis and people sometimes drink
becouse they need stimulation. The second reason Jor its popdarity is ity iremendous
marketing. Coca Cola is_found evervwhere and the company sporsors many compeiiiions
artd Goiivities.

by - What arc the valucs the Coca Cola Company has used i order to gam such immensc
populanty and success?

Mot of ity advertizements whether films or photographs show uy voung  happy people who
live a free life. They are Rappy and peacein! and don @ seem fo be worried aboml war,
mamey or politics or ihese don't seem fo exist in the Coco-Cola world

I.- Sav whether the following sentences are TRUE or FALSE sccording to the text. Copy
the evidence from the text. Mo marks will be given without the evidence. (1 point)

a) - Pharmacisis took about fifty vears to mvestigate and discover the formula or recipe for

Coke.
FALSE: ... came afout ay the resuli of o misioke

By accidentally adding fizzv warer instead of sl warer fo the recipe, o
phiarmacist called Johm 8. Pemberion invented Coca-Cola,

b} - It i= ot vet known whether Coke is harmful or not.

FALSE: Ajfter alf, even ihe mamfoctrers conla hardly describe Coke as a healthy
prodnct since it contains relarively high amounis of sugar and phosphoric acid, both
af which are known fo damage ieeih.

2h, i definition or a sentence to show that vou pnderstand their meaning in the text, Lse

xour ewn words, (1.5 poings)
al - idcal - perfect, fantastic, wonderful

non-alecholic drink

b} - st drink
discovered, created

¢} - imvenled

d} - account for explam, give reasons

2} - amounts quantitics

1 - memorable unforgettable, worth remembening, remarkable, cic.

4.- Write down three grammatically correct and mesningful sentences by matching both
columns, ONLY THREE of them are correct. (1.5 points)

['m lookmg forward to drinking an ice cold Coke
If the shop hadn’t been closcd | could have bought more drinks.

Peter did nothing but dnnk the whole time he was there,



