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Y outh Violence and the breakdown of the family

I believe thers are several contmbuting factors 1o youth wviolence, making it a
complicated and unpleasant problem to deal with without finding a common link behind
this phenomenon. Through my own expenence, 1 have concluded that the most
fundamental wnderlving component inciting youth violence is the breakdown of the
fammily. 1 believe other factors commonly attributed to vouth vislence such as poverty,
drug and aleohol abuse, violence in the home, and involvement with ganes, are also
olten linked with the breakdown of the family,

In an effort o provide support for my theory, T would like 10 share my experience
arowing up in a divorced family. Fear and confusion as my parenis fought, are feelings
and memones from a very voung age vet still very vivid in my mind. One incident that
occurred when T was six vears old stands out in my mind as particularly frightening,
Although I don't recall what instigated the fight, 1 do recall the immense feeling of fear 1
flt as my father struck my mother. 1 cried and begzed my parenis 1o stop fighting with
1o success. The violence culminated with my father threatening my mother with a gun
a5 he left our house, Soon after my parents separated and divorced

Although grovwang up [ was hapmer when my parents were divorced than when they
were married, as I reflect back on my tzen vears, 1 can see how the detnmental effects
of not living in a stable two parent family affected me. T believe the lack of a stable
protective family was the determining factor in my negative, violent behaviour as a
teen. I lacked a good role model. Fortunately, 1 was caught in time

{Fxiract from a report written by a female Awmerican wniversity stedenr. Adapied)



1.~ Based on the ideas of the text, answer the followin

ueslions usin

‘UL 0¥

words as far as possible,

(25 words max.) (2 points)

a) - What does the writer sav happened in her home when she was six vears old?

b} - Was the writer hersell a difficult teenager? If so, what did she not have as a

voung girl that really alfected her?

2.- Sav whether the lollowin

point)

sentences are TRUE o FALSE according to the fext.

.y i

a} = The writer thinks that the breakdown of the farmily 15 the only cause of youth

viglence.

k) - Fortunately, now she hardly remembers anvthing from her early vears al home,

in the text. Use vour own words. (1.5 points)

a) - gangs
b} - linked
- wivid

c)

4~ Write down three grammaticall

d) - culmunated
2} - detrnimental

{7 - behaviour

Ceorrect and meaninglul sentences by matchin

boih columns, ONLY THREE of ithem are corvect. (1.5

poinis)

On spme occasions we must take a munuie
OF 1wo's

where she could feel tenderness and love.

Unlass don't hurey

rest o recover our breath afler witnessing a
violent fight.

Sometimes evervbody finds 1 difficult 1w
kngrw

vou'll be late for the marmage wedding,

What the mrl in the story needed was a
place

o what or to whom attnibute our viclent
reaclions.

S5~ Wrile a composition of al

Deseribe the deal family.

wi 100 words on ONE of the [ollowi

I5 ours a violent society? Why'! In what ways?



1.- Based on the ideas of the text, answer the following questions using yvour own words as

far s possible, (25 words max.) (2 points)

a} - What docs the wniter sav happened m her home when she was six vears old?

She saws there was a fight berween her father and her mother, She was very frichiened and
asked them not fo fighi arvmore but ihey didn't listen to her. Her father became so furious
that, bejore leaving the honse, threatened her mother with a gun.

by - Was the writer hersell’ a difficult teenager? If so, what did she not have as a voung girl
thai really affected her?

Yes, she was a aiffionlt teenager. She thinks her parents didit reallv protect her. There was
no stability at iome and she was never bronght up in a proper way.

2.- Sav whether the following sentences are TRUE or FALSE according to the text, Copy
the evidence from the text. No marks will be given without the evidence. (1 point)

a) - The writer thinks that the breakdown of the family 1s the only cause of vouth violence,
FALSE: I believe there are several coniributing faclors to veuth vialence.
b} - Fortunaicly, now she hardly remembers anvthing from her early vears at home.,

FALSE: Fear and confusion are jeelings and memaries from a very voung age vel still very
vivid in v mind.

I da recall the immense feeling of fear....

3- Choose ONLY THREE of the following wornds and write s svnonym (=}, an_oppasite
(). # definition or g sentence to show that vou pnderstand their meaning in the text, Use

xour gwn words, (1.5 points)

a) -gangs = groups of voungsters, Organised groups of people {esp. for illegal purposes )
b}y -lmked = connected, associated.

¢} -vivid =clear, bnght = vague, obscure

d) - culminated = ended, fnished = started

2} - detnmental = harmiful, negatve. = harmless

1 - behaviour = way of acting or conducting oneself

4- - . -
columns, ONLY THREE of them arve correct. (1.5 points)

(I some occastons we must take a minule or twe's rest o recover our breaih afier witnessing a

vielent fight.

Somectimes cvervbody finds it difficult to know o what or o0 whom attribute our violent
raactions,

What the girl in the story needad was a place where she could feel tendemess and love
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Battle ot the Basques

Political mertia combines with disunity  among Spain’s nabonal and
regional secunty forces to fail in ther hght against the terronst group ETA

Few citizens in Europe ought 10 feel safer than the 2 mullion that live in Spain’s
northern Basque country. They have four separate forces looking afier them: local
police, remonal police, national police, plus the mulitansed corps known as the Guardia

Civil. However, despite a proportion of about one member of these forees for every 135
citizens, the resion 15 one of the most violent places 1o live in Europe. The reason 15 the

separatist group ETA and the disunity among the varions forces that fishi against it

ETA has killed about 800 people and imjured more in shootings and bombings
over the past theee decades. It also contributes to what Spamsh forces call “light
terronsm” = vouth groups destroving propernty and throwing Molotoy cockiails,

Some of the 8,000 members of the Spamish National Police and the Guardia
Civil have been able o mfilirate ETA terronst teams, discover 15 arms channels and
intercept vehieles carrying explosives. They also work closely wath French police o
prevent the terronsts from having the refuge they enjoved in the past But frustrated
members of the Guardia Civil have accused the 7.000-member autonomous Basque
police, the Ertzaintza, of the failure to seriously weaken ETA. They clam that the
regional police 15 too strictly controlled by the Basque Nationalist Party, The PNV, now
in power. The reason™ The PNV believes there 15 no mulitary or pohice solution to the
conflict and wants 1o negotiate with the separatists’ polineal wing, Euskal Herntarrok.

Adapted from TIME EUROPE, June 2000, by Marun . Arostegu,




1.- Based on the ideas of the text. answer the followin

ueslions usin

YL OW I

waords as far as possible.

(25 words max.) (2 points)

a) - Why should the Basque country be a salfe place? Then, why 15 11 so violent and

dangerons”

b} - In what ways, according to the author, have the police or Guardia Civil besn

successful in Aghting against ETAT

Copy the evidence from the text. No_marks will be

point)

iven without the evidence.

i1

a) - ETA terronsts can always escape to our northern neighbour country when they

arean dilficultias,

b} - ETA began its activities before 1975,

opposite (#) a definition or a sentence to show that vou understand their me

a) - regon
b} - wviolent

¢) - fighe

4= Write down three prammaticall

he text. Use vour own words. (1.5 points)
d) - w0 prevent
&} - frustrated

1 - conflict

ccorrect and meaninglul sentences by matchin

both columps, ONLY THRFEE of them are corvect, (1.5 points)+

I don’t think ot 18 sormal for a covilised
country

he  would
political.

by escorling  an  unporant

The police says this time next week

should be reached as soon as possible.

Mo wonder some Basques dream

to settle disputes ths way.

Many citizens believe that an agreement

of running away 1o a desert island.

5.~ Write a_composition ol about 100 words on ONE of the following topics. (4

points)
a)

b}

Andeal place to hve

Causes andior consequences of termonsm



1.- Based on the ideas of the text, answer the following questions using vour own words as

far s possible, (25 words max.) (2 points)

a) - Why should the Basque counirv be a safe place? Then, why 15 1t s0 viclent and
dangerons?

{t showld be a safe place becanse there ave lots of policemen from different forces looking
affer them. However, it is a dangerows place beconse ETA terrorisis are atwavs around and
these who are supposed fo fight aeainst them do pot work tagether. They seem o serve
difierent poditical inferesis,

by - In what wavs, according to the author, have the police or Guardia Civil beon
successiul in fighting against ETAY

They have been able to join terrorisis cells, they hove found out where they hide their
weapons ard ove stopped cars carrving bombs ond other explosives

z-_ .
the evidence from the text. No marks will be given without the evidence. (1 point)

a) - ETA temorists can alwavs escape 1o our northemn neighbour country when they are in
dilficulizes

FALSE: .. to prevent the terrovisis from having the refige they enjoved in the past
by - ETA began iis activibies before 1975,

TRUE: ETA has killed ........ over the last three decaodes.

J- Choose ONLY THREE of the following words and write s synenvm (=],

an_apposite ()

own worids, (1.5 points)

a) - rcglon = part of the country
by - wviclent - ageressive, hard, tough = peaceful, quict

c) - fight battle, struggle, contend, combat

dy - to prevent stop, make impossible or difficult, frustrale, block, ..

el - frustrated

disappoinied, wntated, angry, ..

I - conthct

problem, Nght, dispule  =agrecment

4.- Write down_throe grammatically correct and mesningful sentences by matching both
columns, ONLY THREE of them are correct. (1.5 points)+

[ don't think 1f 1s normal for a civilised country to scitle dispules this way,
Mo wonder many Basques dream of runming away to a desert island.

Manv ciizens belicve that an agreement should be reached as soon as possible



